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COMPOSITE TEACHING 
RESOURCE RUBRIC

Resource title: 

Subtitle: 

Author:

STEP 1 Complete all five sections to examine the extent to which the resource 
demonstrates each CARE principle using the following scoring key:

CENTER FOR ANTIRACIST EDUCATION  !  TEACHING RESOURCE RUBRIC

PEOPLE: Affirm the dignity and humanity of all people.
PRINCIPLE CHARACTERISTICS SCORE

Tells the stories of diverse people without omission  

Recognizes that no group is a monolith and individuals have diverse 
perspectives and beliefs

Centers the voices and words of marginalized people instead of relying on how 
dominant groups view them

TOTAL SCORE FOR ALL COLUMNS:

Harmful 
misadherence 

(-2)

No evidence 
of adherence 

(-1)

Not 
applicable 

(0)

Partial 
adherence 

(+1)

Empowering 
adherence 

(+2)

HISTORY: Embrace historical truths.
PRINCIPLE CHARACTERISTICS SCORE

Emphasizes how groups actively resisted oppression, made choices, and took 
action to create their own future

Challenges stories of victimization to demonstrate how marginalized groups 
persevered and built supportive communities

Connects the past to the present 

TOTAL SCORE FOR ALL COLUMNS:

Last Stop on Market Street

Matt de la Peña

2

6

0 2

2 0 2

2 1 2

1 6

0

3

0 2

2 0 2

1 0 2

0 6
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CONSCIOUSNESS: Develop a critical consciousness.
PRINCIPLE CHARACTERISTICS SCORE

Uses counter-narratives to question the dominant narrative

Reveals systems of power that have resulted in the marginalization of non-
dominant groups

Critiques inequity that has resulted from disparate power 
and marginalization.

TOTAL SCORE FOR ALL COLUMNS:

RACISM : Recognize race and confront racism.
PRINCIPLE CHARACTERISTICS SCORE

Avoids stereotypical, judgmental, negative, token, or foreign/exotic depiction of 
marginalized groups

Makes hidden racism visible

Explicitly addresses racism and bias

TOTAL SCORE FOR ALL COLUMNS:

SYSTEMS: Create just systems.
PRINCIPLE CHARACTERISTICS SCORE

Provokes critical questions about systems, policies, and the status quo

Provides accurate information on the complexity of social change and how 
movements work

Encourages action to combat inequity and promote equity

TOTAL SCORE FOR ALL COLUMNS:

Harmful 
misadherence 

(-2)

No evidence 
of adherence 

(-1)

Not 
applicable 

(0)

Partial 
adherence 

(+1)

Empowering 
adherence 

(+2)

2

4

1 1

2 0 0

0 0 0

1 1

2

4

1 2

1 0 1
1 0 0

1 3

2

2

0 2

0 0 1

0 0 1

0 4
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Determine holistic adherence to the CARE principle based on your ratings 
for each principle in step 1. Enter the total scores for each sub-rubric into 
the appropriate box.

STEP 2

STEP 3

STEP 4

Harmful 
misadherence 

(-6 to –4)

No evidence 
of adherence 

(-3 to –1)

Not 
applicable 

(0)

Partial 
adherence 

(1 to 3)

Empowering 
adherence 

(4 to 6)

PRINCIPLE EVALUATIVE QUESTION: Does the resource ... SCORE

PEOPLE Center stories of people from marginalized groups?

HISTORY Emphasize stories of resistance and perseverance?

CONSCIOUSNESS Question dominant narratives and expose marginalization?

RACISM Make hidden racism visible and address bias?

SYSTEMS Encourage thinking about systems and policies?

Do the math.  Add up the scores for all principles. 

Check the box. Determine your recommendation for this resource.

FINAL OVERALL COMPOSITE SCORE

Recommended for use (empowering adherence) 
generally, scores between 9 and 30

Recommended with reservations (partial adherence) 
generally, scores between –10 and 10

Not recommended (no evidence of adherence or harmful misadherence) 
generally, scores between -9 and -30

6 1 6

3 0 6

4 1 1

4 1 3

2 0 4

19 3 20

✔

✔

✔
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STEP 5 Reviewer recommendation rationale

This book raises questions about the obligation of charity and the role that helping other people plays in a good life. In 
words and pictures, it embraces the diversity that not only helps us see ourselves and one another, and that also asks 
that we make our world more just and analyze material disparities. “Last Stop on Market Street” embodies many 
CARE principles because it honors the realities that exist beyond comfort and privilege while centering the life of a 
young Black child. This book is recommended for use without reservation because it addresses inequity in society and 
provides readers with a model for raising important questions related to gaps in resources and opportunities. A great 
read-aloud video, published by the Kansas City Public Library, supplements this text with Matt de la Peña reading his 
work to a group of students on a set that mirrors the bus.

“Last Stop on Market Street” is a children’s book about a little boy, CJ, and his Nana taking the bus across town after 
church. Although CJ complains at first, he learns to find beauty in his world in places he may have otherwise 
overlooked. While the story is lovely and the illustrations are beautiful, many of the rubric categories did not apply to 
this book. In the people category, we hear one of the voices of the people in the bus, but we don’t hear from anyone 
else in the story. As far as developing a critical consciousness, the blind person on the bus does question the 
dominant narrative. The book does not make racism explicit; it doesn't explain how marginalized groups rose from 
oppression or injustice, and it doesn't encourage thinking about the status quo or systems of power. For these 
reasons, I recommend this resource with reservations. While the book helps the reader see the beauty in the world 
even though there are inequalities present, it does not explain why the world is this way, it doesn’t encourage action, 
and it does not connect the past to the present. While the book centers on the joy one feels when we truly appreciate 
the people in our community, there were a few missed opportunities to help the reader understand why systems are 
unfair. 

This illustrated picture book for children demonstrates a strong relationship between an African American grandmother 
and her grandson. The story takes place in a city where the two are leaving church and riding the bus to the last stop 
on Market Street where they serve their community at a soup kitchen. Diversity is celebrated through the illustrations. 
As the grandson, CJ, asks questions about his community and some inequities that he notices, his grandmother gives 
a new perspective honoring the beauty, fortitude, and diversity of each situation. She shows CJ how to witness beauty 
in all that surrounds him. This picture book tells the story of a diverse community. It centers around the voices and 
views of a marginalized group and depicts a culture and community built to support each other. Although racism is not 
directly addressed, the setting, illustrations, and voices lead the reader to question inequities. The book also allows 
the reader to view the city community through a new lens with a positive perspective on differences. Recommended 
without reservations. 


