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COMPOSITE TEACHING 
RESOURCE RUBRIC

Resource title: 

Subtitle: 

Author:

STEP 1 Complete all five sections to examine the extent to which the resource 
demonstrates each CARE principle using the following scoring key:

CENTER FOR ANTIRACIST EDUCATION  !  TEACHING RESOURCE RUBRIC

PEOPLE: Affirm the dignity and humanity of all people.
PRINCIPLE CHARACTERISTICS SCORE

Tells the stories of diverse people without omission  

Recognizes that no group is a monolith and individuals have diverse 
perspectives and beliefs

Centers the voices and words of marginalized people instead of relying on how 
dominant groups view them

TOTAL SCORE FOR ALL COLUMNS:

Harmful 
misadherence 

(-2)

No evidence 
of adherence 

(-1)

Not 
applicable 

(0)

Partial 
adherence 

(+1)

Empowering 
adherence 

(+2)

HISTORY: Embrace historical truths.
PRINCIPLE CHARACTERISTICS SCORE

Emphasizes how groups actively resisted oppression, made choices, and took 
action to create their own future

Challenges stories of victimization to demonstrate how marginalized groups 
persevered and built supportive communities

Connects the past to the present 

TOTAL SCORE FOR ALL COLUMNS:

Pancho Rabbit and the Coyote

A Migrant’s Tale

Duncan Tonatiuh

2

4

1 2

0 1 1

2 2 2

4 5

2

4

0 1

2 2 1

0 0 0

2 2
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CONSCIOUSNESS: Develop a critical consciousness.
PRINCIPLE CHARACTERISTICS SCORE

Uses counter-narratives to question the dominant narrative

Reveals systems of power that have resulted in the marginalization of non-
dominant groups

Critiques inequity that has resulted from disparate power 
and marginalization.

TOTAL SCORE FOR ALL COLUMNS:

RACISM : Recognize race and confront racism.
PRINCIPLE CHARACTERISTICS SCORE

Avoids stereotypical, judgmental, negative, token, or foreign/exotic depiction of 
marginalized groups

Makes hidden racism visible

Explicitly addresses racism and bias

TOTAL SCORE FOR ALL COLUMNS:

SYSTEMS: Create just systems.
PRINCIPLE CHARACTERISTICS SCORE

Provokes critical questions about systems, policies, and the status quo

Provides accurate information on the complexity of social change and how 
movements work

Encourages action to combat inequity and promote equity

TOTAL SCORE FOR ALL COLUMNS:

Harmful 
misadherence 

(-2)

No evidence 
of adherence 

(-1)

Not 
applicable 

(0)

Partial 
adherence 

(+1)

Empowering 
adherence 

(+2)

2

3

0 2

1 0 0

0 0 0

0 2

2

2

2 2

1 0 0
-1 0 1

2 3

2

3

2 2

1 0 0

0 0 0

2 2
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Determine holistic adherence to the CARE principle based on your ratings 
for each principle in step 1. Enter the total scores for each sub-rubric into 
the appropriate box.

STEP 2

STEP 3

STEP 4

Harmful 
misadherence 

(-6 to –4)

No evidence 
of adherence 

(-3 to –1)

Not 
applicable 

(0)

Partial 
adherence 

(1 to 3)

Empowering 
adherence 

(4 to 6)

PRINCIPLE EVALUATIVE QUESTION: Does the resource ... SCORE

PEOPLE Center stories of people from marginalized groups?

HISTORY Emphasize stories of resistance and perseverance?

CONSCIOUSNESS Question dominant narratives and expose marginalization?

RACISM Make hidden racism visible and address bias?

SYSTEMS Encourage thinking about systems and policies?

Do the math.  Add up the scores for all principles. 

Check the box. Determine your recommendation for this resource.

FINAL OVERALL COMPOSITE SCORE

Recommended for use (empowering adherence) 
generally, scores between 9 and 30

Recommended with reservations (partial adherence) 
generally, scores between –10 and 10

Not recommended (no evidence of adherence or harmful misadherence) 
generally, scores between -9 and -30

4 4 5

4 2 2

3 0 2

2 2 3

3 2 2

16 10 14

✔ ✔ ✔
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STEP 5 Reviewer recommendation rationale

This bilingual picture book emphasizes the persistence and resilience of migrant families who cross the border into 
the United States. By describing the situation Pancho’s family was in when his Papá and other fathers made the 
difficult decision to leave home for opportunities in the North’s fields, the author allows young readers to learn about 
the difficult decisions parents face when trying to provide for their families. The book also demonstrates how migration 
is often an action families take to create their own futures.
 
Pancho’s journey to find his father is an excellent and age-appropriate representation of how difficult it is to cross the 
border and how much danger is involved. The back of the book gives young readers the opportunity to learn more 
about the inequities families living on the other side of the border experience. This section opens the door for follow-
up discussions on the systems and policies that have created these inequities. Recommended for use. 

“Pancho Rabbit and the Coyote” tells the story of a young rabbit’s father who leaves to find work in the lettuce and 
carrot fields up North and the young rabbit’s journey to find his father when he does not return home. On the journey, 
Pancho Rabbit meets a coyote and learns about the troubles his father experienced on his journey north to find work. 
This children’s picture book uses fairy-tale characters to bring to life the story of migration from Mexico to the United 
States. This book is perfect for classroom discussions about migration and the deep family ties of the Latino 
community. 
 
“Pancho Rabbit and the Coyote” brings to light the story of Latino people and the modern realities of fighting for racial 
justice and immigration rights. This book embodies the CARE principle of humanity, race, and racism, as well as just 
systems because it centers the voices and words of marginalized groups and challenges single stories of victimization 
to demonstrate how marginalized groups persevered and built supportive communities. This book is recommended for 
use without reservations because it shows the desperation that many migrants experience and the deep family ties 
that bind people.

“Pancho Rabbit and the Coyote” is a beautifully illustrated picture book about the migrant journey. This book offers a 
counter-narrative to common stories about migrants, especially migrants who cross the border due to economic 
necessity. This children’s book touches on the complexities of the issues, including experiences with coyotes (slang 
for a person who smuggles people into the United States). and the dangerous journey north into America. The book 
honors the language and culture of Mexico with a nod to a traditional meal of mole, rice, beans, and tortillas. There 
are sections of the story that are somewhat intense and scary. They could be triggering for young students who have 
heard the stories about – or even experienced – this journey. For that reason, I would recommend this book but would 
suggest that it is most appropriate for upper elementary classrooms. This book could be a great entrance into a larger 
discussion of immigration and migration.


