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COMPOSITE TEACHING 
RESOURCE RUBRIC

Resource title: 

Subtitle: 

Author:

STEP 1 Complete all five sections to examine the extent to which the resource 
demonstrates each CARE principle using the following scoring key:
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PEOPLE: Affirm the dignity and humanity of all people.
PRINCIPLE CHARACTERISTICS SCORE

Tells the stories of diverse people without omission  

Recognizes that no group is a monolith and individuals have diverse 
perspectives and beliefs

Centers the voices and words of marginalized people instead of relying on how 
dominant groups view them

TOTAL SCORE FOR ALL COLUMNS:

Harmful 
misadherence 

(-2)

No evidence 
of adherence 

(-1)

Not 
applicable 

(0)

Partial 
adherence 

(+1)

Empowering 
adherence 

(+2)

HISTORY: Embrace historical truths.
PRINCIPLE CHARACTERISTICS SCORE

Emphasizes how groups actively resisted oppression, made choices, and took 
action to create their own future

Challenges stories of victimization to demonstrate how marginalized groups 
persevered and built supportive communities

Connects the past to the present 

TOTAL SCORE FOR ALL COLUMNS:

http://www.antiracistfuture.org
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CONSCIOUSNESS: Develop a critical consciousness.
PRINCIPLE CHARACTERISTICS SCORE

Uses counter-narratives to question the dominant narrative

Reveals systems of power that have resulted in the marginalization of non-
dominant groups

Critiques inequity that has resulted from disparate power 
and marginalization.

TOTAL SCORE FOR ALL COLUMNS:

RACISM : Recognize race and confront racism.
PRINCIPLE CHARACTERISTICS SCORE

Avoids stereotypical, judgmental, negative, token, or foreign/exotic depiction of 
marginalized groups

Makes hidden racism visible

Explicitly addresses racism and bias

TOTAL SCORE FOR ALL COLUMNS:

SYSTEMS: Create just systems.
PRINCIPLE CHARACTERISTICS SCORE

Provokes critical questions about systems, policies, and the status quo

Provides accurate information on the complexity of social change and how 
movements work

Encourages action to combat inequity and promote equity

TOTAL SCORE FOR ALL COLUMNS:

Harmful 
misadherence 

(-2)

No evidence 
of adherence 

(-1)

Not 
applicable 

(0)

Partial 
adherence 

(+1)

Empowering 
adherence 

(+2)

JanineGaliardi
Cross-Out
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Determine holistic adherence to the CARE principle based on your ratings 
for each principle in step 1. Enter the total scores for each sub-rubric into 
the appropriate box.

STEP 2

STEP 3

STEP 4

Harmful 
misadherence 

(-6 to –4)

No evidence 
of adherence 

(-3 to –1)

Not 
applicable 

(0)

Partial 
adherence 

(1 to 3)

Empowering 
adherence 

(4 to 6)

PRINCIPLE EVALUATIVE QUESTION: Does the resource ... SCORE

PEOPLE Center stories of people from marginalized groups?

HISTORY Emphasize stories of resistance and perseverance?

CONSCIOUSNESS Question dominant narratives and expose marginalization?

RACISM Make hidden racism visible and address bias?

SYSTEMS Encourage thinking about systems and policies?

Do the math.  Add up the scores for all principles. 

Check the box. Determine your recommendation for this resource.

FINAL OVERALL COMPOSITE SCORE

Recommended for use (empowering adherence) 
generally, scores between 9 and 30

Recommended with reservations (partial adherence) 
generally, scores between –10 and 10

Not recommended (no evidence of adherence or harmful misadherence) 
generally, scores between -9 and -30

Reviewer 
1

Reviewer 
2

Reviewer 
3
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STEP 5 Reviewer recommendation rationale


	Resource title: People Not Property 
	Subtitle: Stories of Slavery in the Colonial North 
	Author: Historic Hudson Valley 
	Principle: People: SCORE 1: Tells Stories: 2
	Principle: People: TOTAL SCORE for Column 1: 6
	Principle: People: SCORE 2: Tells Stories: 2
	Principle: People: SCORE 3: Tells Stories: 2
	Principle: People: SCORE 1: No montilithic group: 2
	Principle: People: SCORE 2: No montilithic group: 2
	Principle: People: SCORE 3: No montilithic group: 2
	Principle: People: SCORE 1: Voices and words of marginalized people: 2
	Principle: People: SCORE 2: Voices and words of marginalized people: 2
	Principle: People: SCORE 3: Voices and words of marginalized people: 2
	Principle: People: TOTAL SCORE for Column 2: 6
	Principle: People: TOTAL SCORE for Column 3: 6
	Principle: Historical Truths: SCORE 1: Resisting Oppression: 2
	Principle: Historical Truths: TOTAL SCORE for Column 1: 6
	Principle: Historical Truths: SCORE 2: Resisting Oppression: 2
	Principle: Historical Truths: SCORE 3: Resisting Oppression: 2
	Principle: Historical Truths: SCORE 1: challenge stories: 2
	Principle: Historical Truths: SCORE 2: challenge stories: 2
	Principle: Historical Truths: SCORE 3: challenge stories: 2
	Principle: Historical Truths: SCORE 1: connect past to present: 2
	Principle: Historical Truths: SCORE 2: connect past to present: 2
	Principle: Historical Truths: SCORE 3: connect past to present: 2
	Principle: Historical Truths: TOTAL SCORE for Column 2: 6
	Principle: Historical Truths: TOTAL SCORE for Column 3: 6
	Principle: Critical Consciousness: SCORE 1: counter-narratives: 2
	Principle: Critical Consciousness: TOTAL SCORE for Column 1: 6
	Principle: Critical Consciousness: SCORE 2: counter-narratives: 2
	Principle: Critical Consciousness: SCORE 3: counter-narratives: 2
	Principle: Critical Consciousness: SCORE 1: systems of power: 2
	Principle: Critical Consciousness: SCORE 2: systems of power: 2
	Principle: Critical Consciousness: SCORE 3: systems of power: 2
	Principle: Critical Consciousness: SCORE 1: critique inequity: 2
	Principle: Critical Consciousness: SCORE 2: critique inequity: 2
	Principle: Critical Consciousness: SCORE 3: critique inequity: 2
	Principle: Critical Consciousness: TOTAL SCORE for Column 2: 6
	Principle: Critical Consciousness: TOTAL SCORE for Column 3: 6
	Principle: Racism: SCORE 1: avoid negative depictions: 2
	Principle: Racism: TOTAL SCORE for Column 1: 6
	Principle: Racism: SCORE 2: avoid negative depictions: 2
	Principle: Racism: SCORE 3: avoid negative depictions: 2
	Principle: Racism: SCORE 1: reveals racism: 2
	Principle: Racism: SCORE 2: reveals racism: 2
	Principle: Racism: SCORE 3: reveals racism: 2
	Principle: Racism: SCORE 1: addresses racism and bias: 2
	Principle: Racism: SCORE 2: addresses racism and bias: 2
	Principle: Racism: SCORE 3: addresses racism and bias: 2
	Principle: Racism: TOTAL SCORE for Column  2: 6
	Principle: Racism: TOTAL SCORE for Column  3: 6
	Principle: Just Systems: SCORE 1: critical questions: 2
	Principle: Just Systems: TOTAL SCORE for Column 1: 6
	Principle: Just Systems: SCORE 2: critical questions: 2
	Principle: Just Systems: SCORE 3: critical questions: 1
	Principle: Just Systems: SCORE 1: complexity of social change: 2
	Principle: Just Systems: SCORE 2: complexity of social change: 1
	Principle: Just Systems: SCORE 3: complexity of social change: 1
	Principle: Just Systems: SCORE 1: combat inquity: 2
	Principle: Just Systems: SCORE 2: combat inquity: 2
	Principle: Just Systems: SCORE 3: combat inquity: 0
	Principle: Just Systems: TOTAL SCORE for Column 2: 5
	Principle: Just Systems: TOTAL SCORE for Column 3: 2
	Principle: People: SCORE for Column 1: 6
	Principle: People: SCORE for Column 2: 6
	Principle: People: SCORE for Column 3: 6
	Principle: Historical Truths: SCORE for Column 1: 6
	Principle: Historical Truths: SCORE for Column 2: 6
	Principle: Historical Truths: SCORE for Column 3: 6
	Principle: Critical Consciousness: SCORE for Column 1: 6
	Principle: Critical Consciousness: SCORE for Column 2: 6
	Principle: Critical Consciousness: SCORE for Column 3: 6
	Principle: Racism: SCORE for Column 1: 6
	Principle: Racism: SCORE for Column 2: 6
	Principle: Racism: SCORE for Column 3: 6
	Principle: Systems: SCORE for Column 1: 6
	Principle: Systems: SCORE for Column 2: 5
	Principle: Systems: SCORE for Column 3: 2
	Final Overall Composite Score - Column 1: 30
	Final Overall Composite Score - Column 2: 29
	Final Overall Composite Score - Column 3: 26
	Reviewer1: Choice1
	Reviewer2: Choice1
	Reviewer3: Choice1
	Step 5 Reviewer Recommendation Rationale 1 of 3: This comprehensive curriculum does an outstanding job presenting the truth behind the existence of slavery in the North. It begins by defining slavery and the origins of race-based slavery, first formalized into law in Massachusetts in 1641. The story uncovers the hidden truth about how the entire country participated in and benefitted from the slave trade. The curriculum then shifts to telling stories of formerly enslaved people using short films, re-enactments, articles, maps, and multiple images. The emphasis is on telling stories of agency and resistance (both violent and nonviolent). Overall, it celebrates the humanity of enslaved individuals. The site tells the stories of couples like Joan and John Jackson and individuals like Venture Smith. It centers the story on the incredible skills and contributions enslaved people made in building the entire United States. The final chapter makes explicit links between past and present and the role that racism, bias, and discrimination have played around the country. The teacher resources page includes very helpful lessons centered on art, a 25-minute film entitled Runaway, a WebQuest, and other teaching strategies. The emphasis on telling the unique stories of enslaved individuals sets this resource apart. 
	Step 5 Reviewer Recommendation Rationale 2 of 3: This interactive documentary “People Not Property” by Historic Hudson Valley provides several resources to help teachers accurately teach the subject of slavery (focusing on the colonial North). It could be used in the classroom or as a stand-alone module for students’ self-guided learning experience. This resource highlights several aspects of slavery: 1) Slavery in the Colonial North, 2) Defining Slavery, 3) Being Enslaved, 4) Choosing Resistance, 5) Pursuing Justice. Each section includes different kinds of texts to engage students in learning. People Not Property includes actual accounts of events that center stories of marginalized groups. It includes pre-slavery history of Africa denoting the advancement of African civilizations prior to enslavement. This website does an excellent job of supporting learning around many of the CARE principles – most notably by centering the dignity and humanity of enslaved people and telling a truthful history that shows how slavery was the brutal foundation upon which the entire United States was built. In addition, the supplemental resources will spark the interest of educators in providing additional learning experiences for themselves and students of all ages. It does fall short with providing guiding or discussion questions but those can easily be generated by teachers. Recommended without reservation.
	Step 5 Reviewer Recommendation Rationale 3 of 3: The website “People Not Property” from Historic Hudson Valley is a resource for students that focuses on exposing stories of slavery in the colonial North. The website is divided into five parts and a timeline. Each part includes a video featuring experts on the topic as well as primary sources, and stories of enslaved people. There is attention to specific aspects of life in bondage, including marriage, getting older, community life, resistance, and self-emancipation. This resource adheres to all the CARE principles. It tells the complete stories of enslaved people without omitting uncomfortable truths, such as the selling of children as young as five years old. It not only makes racism visible by exposing uncomfortable truths; it challenges stories of victimization and demonstrates how groups actively resisted and took action to create their own future. The stories here also reveal how systems of power were used to place millions of people in bondage and strip them of their humanity. Finally, the resource connects the past to the present by exposing how all of the United States, not just the South, participated in the enslavement of human beings and also benefited from this cruel system.


